
  Maple Grove Citizens Advisory Committee  

  Meeting Minutes 

  January 13, 2016 
 

Call to Order  The meeting was called to order by CAC member Bob Joiner at 7:02 p.m. 

Members 
Present 

 John Beacham Adam Bedard Leslie Bender 
 Jon Burgard Katie Cohen Stephen Gill 
 Lorraine Gresser Bob Joiner Harry Kennedy 
 Tim Klevar Steven Maas Joan Masberg 
 Meg Miller Karen Nickolauson Joe Piket 
 Kevin Rebman Don Skoglund Stephanie Walvatne 

Members Absent  Nkechi Anyamele 

Others Present  Maple Grove Councilmember Erik Johnson, City Administrator Heidi 
Nelson, CAC Staff Liaison Mike Opatz, and Maple Grove resident Chris 
Cohen 

Minutes  Minutes from the December 9, 2015, meeting of the Citizens Advisory 
Committee were approved. 

Oaths of Office  Oaths of Office were administered by Councilmember Johnson for 
reappointed members: Bender, Gresser and Skoglund and for new 
members: Bedard, Burgard, Cohen, Miller, Nickolauson, and Walvatne.  
All with two year terms expiring December 31, 2017. 

Introductions  Bob Joiner recognized Mike Opatz for his service to the Committee over 
the years.  City Administrator Nelson and Councilmember Erik Johnson 
both introduced themselves and included a brief background.  Then each 
current CAC member introduced themselves and provided a brief 
background followed by the new members doing the same. 

Area Reports  Bob Joiner provided a brief summarization of area reports and their 
purpose, which is reporting on various areas of concern or inquiry such as 
traffic, streets, residential matters and business related updates. 

  Area report topics brought up:   

• Total Wine traffic issues. 

• Traffic in area of Applebee’s backed on Weaver Lake Road to 
Crosswinds Church.  Timing of lights is troublesome and always 
has been. It was particularly bad the two days before Christmas 
around 1 and 2 PM.  

• The light standard is lying on the sidewalk at the zig-zag section of 
Nottingham Parkway, which is midway between Bass Lake Road 
and Dunkirk 
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• 72nd Place/Nottingham house fire.  Questions asked about how the 
family is being helped, does the City have any resources for the 
family.  Lions or Rotary could possibly assist. 

• Street sign on Wedgwood by Primrose School is down. 

Recap of Youth 
Sports 
Association  
Presentations 

 
Background was provided on CAC’s review of the various youth athletic 
associations.  It was stated that at tonight’s meeting the members would 
review the presentations and see if there is a common theme. 

  The suggestion was made for a future Parks and Recreation presentation 
from Terry Just and/or Mark Saari. 

  Initial comments included:  The importance of code of conduct.  Teams 
are a reflection on Maple Grove.  Resources should go to total player 
development. 

  Additional history on the youth sports review was provided to new CAC 
members including the fact that the City provided funding for several 
facilities used by the athletic associations.  The presentations provided by 
the associations involved various factors such as team/player behavior and 
conduct representing Maple Grove as well as hearing back from the 
organizations on the facilities and any future needs.   

  Mike Opatz provided a handout that indicated all groups are keeping up 
with their financial obligations. Additional information was provided on 
ISD 279’s role in the sports dome and usage by the athletic associations.  
Similar agreements are in place for the gyms at Maple Grove Middle 
School as well as the sheets of ice at the Community Center. 

  The comment was made the athletic associations function like a loose 
federation.  The City and residents would benefit if associations 
talked/worked together on space and field issues.  The statement was 
made that the soccer association offered to run the Maple Grove Parks and 
Recreation soccer programs, which may be worth considering. 

  The statement was made that field quality was a common theme.  The size 
of the school district is a factor with three communities impacted and the 
school districts concern for the equitable allocation of funds. 

  With regard to soccer, the statement was made that it would be nice to see 
a stronger house program.  Input included that MapleBrook recruits kids 
from all over, whereas hockey is kids from the school district.  The 
question was asked if anyone from the City oversees the associations.  It 
was stated that associations are independent, but Parks and Recreation 
works with them on facilities. 
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  The comment was made about coordination between associations, 
although probably not much the City can do.  Possible revenue sharing 
from an association(s) to make improvements to facilities and field 
quality. 

  Input was provided that associations are doing what they want to do.  Do 
not see any oversight necessary from the City as the associations are 
independent non-profits. 

  It was stated that positive progress was made in getting the organizations 
to present to CAC, and the groups shared freely.  The suggestion was 
made to create a report to share with the Council and organizations that 
presented.  A lot of the groups have the same goals. 

  Overall CAC was impressed with the commitment from parents and those 
running the programs as well those who made the presentations and 
information provided.  The organizations did a good job of sharing their 
program information. 

  During the presentations the theme of facility and field quality was 
brought up, mostly when associations were prompted by CAC and asked 
what the City could do.  The topic of facility/field quality was not always 
initially brought up by the organizations. 

  Various factors related to safety, particularly hockey, were brought up.  
Input was provided that how to check and take hits should be taught when 
kids are young rather than waiting until older and kids are bigger than 
others.  The statement was made that most concussions in general come 
from playing baseball. 

  The statement was made that each organization has hierarchies and runs 
their own show.  The question was asked if Parks and Recreation should 
“compete” with associations.  The question was also asked about what age 
does it go from being fun to being competitive. 

  It was stated that contradictory information was provided from one 
association presentation vs. what some CAC members have seen from 
their experience.  For example, premier/competitive levels recruiting from 
outside of area was contradictory to what was presented by the 
association. 

  The CAC can’t impose anything but can make recommendations, such as 
communications between groups, communications with Parks and 
Recreation, and code of conduct. 

  Discussion took place on code of conduct – policing of parents and fans, 
even having parents police each other or other attendees. 
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  The statement was made that the associations now know that someone is 
watching. 

  The suggestion was made to form a subcommittee to put together CAC’s 
observations.  The statement was made that a report may be premature 
before the presentation from Parks and Recreation.  Mike Opatz will 
check on Parks and Recreation’s availability for a presentation at the 
February CAC meeting. 

  CAC will collect collaborative suggestions.  A youth sports subcommittee 
was created of the following CAC members – Don Skoglund, Joan 
Masberg, Tim Klevar, John Beacham, Meg Miller and Harry Kennedy 
with the intent of formulating a report that incorporates CAC member 
input from the youth sports association presentations. 

  The suggestion was made that Harry Kennedy be the team lead, and Don 
Skoglund would assist.  The report should be kept factual and objective.  
Personal experiences or opinion should not be factored in.  The report 
should be based on the presentations. 

  The statement was made to keep in mind the CAC report will be public.  
The question was asked if there was any information from the 
associations that they would not want shared.  The CAC meeting is a 
public forum so information presented would be public.   

  CAC members should forward their input to CAC member Harry 
Kennedy.  Mike Opatz clarified the formation of the subcommittee and 
formality of the meetings. 

  The suggestion was made to structure the report as follows:  Provide 
data/facts, conclusions, and suggestions.  Include in the report what 
recommendations CAC wants the City to do and where the City should go 
and not go. 

  The question was asked about how the reviews of the athletic associations 
came about.  It was stated there were three main factors that initiated the 
reviews – use of facilities, codes of conduct, and disparities between 
house and traveling teams. 

CAC Member 
Guidelines 

 It was stated the review of the CAC member guidelines would be deferred 
to the February meeting. 

Other Business  The topic was brought forward about the Maple Grove Arts Center 
presentation and report at the December 21, 2015 City Council meeting 
about the financial impact an arts facility would have on the community.  
It was thought the Arts Center would be coming back to the Council with 
a proposal, and they may follow the same road of the sports organizations.   

CAC members were reminded the Arts Center made a presentation at the 
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February 2014 CAC meeting.  The statement was made the CAC may 
have a role similar to the one played with the sports organizations.  The 
comment was made that any consideration by the City Council would be 
done at a public Council meeting, either regular or special. 

Adjournment  
The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 

  Respectfully submitted, 

 

Carol Morris 
Minute Secretary 
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